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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Contact: 

Elizabeth Andrews, Community Engagement Manager

Young Playwrights’ Theater (YPT)
202-387-9173 / eandrews@yptdc.org

YPT PRESENTS “GREEN GROWING AND ORIGINAL”
WASHINGTON, DC (November 18, 2008) Young Playwrights’ Theater (YPT) presents New Writers Now! Green Growing and Original in association with the Student Conservation Association, the DC Chapter of the Sierra Club and Cool Capital Challenge. 
The staged reading, which is free of charge and open to the public, will be presented at 7:00 PM, on Monday, December 15th, 2008, at GALA Hispanic Theatre.  GALA Hispanic Theatre is located at 3333 14th Street NW, Washington DC 20009.
Green Growing and Original is the third in YPT’s 2008-2009 New Writers Now! series, featuring professional actors in staged readings of student plays fresh from the classroom, followed by a community discussion about the plays with the playwrights. At New Writers Now!, young writers discover the value of sharing their work and recognize that the community is invested in the stories they tell.
“We need to cultivate innovation and creativity now to face the problems of the future,” says David Andrew Snider, Producing Artistic Director and CEO of Young Playwrights’ Theater. “With Green Growing and Original, YPT celebrates the innovative spirit of our young writers, and gives them a forum to explore new ideas.”   
The evening will feature original pieces created by students in YPT’s In School Playwriting Program and YPT’s Young Playwrights’ Workshop.  
Young Playwrights’ Theater teaches students to express themselves clearly and creatively through the art of playwriting. Through interactive in-school and after-school programs, YPT activates student learning and inspires students to understand the power of language and realize their potential as both individuals and artists. By publicly presenting and discussing student-written work, YPT promotes community dialogue and respect for young artists.

YPT’s Green Growing and Original is presented in association with the Student Conservation Association, the DC Chapter of the Sierra Club and Cool Capital Challenge.  
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The Student Conservation Association (SCA) is a nonprofit organization that offers conservation internships and summer trail crew opportunities to more than 3,800 people each year. SCA's mission is to build the next generation of conservation leaders and inspire lifelong stewardship of our environment and communities by engaging young people in hands-on service to the land. Becca Brown, Program Coordinator, says, “SCA is excited to collaborate with YPT; the arts are a great medium to reach out to a community about our shared environment. Seeing the energy and passion of youth, whether they be planting trees or writing plays, is what organizations like SCA and YPT strive for.”  For more information, visit www.thesca.org.

[image: image3.jpg]%) SIERRA

CLUB

FOUNDED 1892





The Sierra Club is the oldest, largest and most influential grassroots environmental organization with 755,000 members who explore, enjoy and protect the environment. The Washington, DC Chapter comprises more than 3,600 members and supporters in Washington, DC and is actively involved in local conservation and politics through events and volunteer opportunities.  DC Chapter President, Damon Luciano says, “We are delighted to support young playwrights and join them in thinking and discussing environmental stewardship and the challenges related to it.  Building community participation and discussion, and providing thoughtful venues, is critical to achieving the changes we need.”  For more information, visit www.dc.sierraclub.org.
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Cool Capital Challenge is a broad region-wide grassroots campaign that unites individuals, schools, congregations, businesses, governments and other institutions to take a billion-pound bite out of the Capital Region's carbon dioxide emissions by April 2009. The Challenge is like a fundraising campaign, only instead of pledging money, Cool Capital is pledging the region's greenhouse gas emission reduction. Maria Carolina Pulido, Education Coordinator says, “Cool Capital is thrilled to join with YPT in celebrating all the ways that young people are inspiring everyone to ‘Cool Now’. The young playwrights embody the spirit of the community greening movement here in the Capital, as reflected in the Cool Capital motto ‘We have the power.’”  For more information, visit www.coolcapitalchallenge.org.
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