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ACT I
SCENE 1

The OPENING STAGE DIRECTION needs to get to the point.  A few playwrights feel compelled to write paragraphs here, but most tell us only very briefly where we are, who’s there, and when it’s happening.

(A courtyard.  Joan and Larkin surrounded by a pool of light, Joan in a tan trench coat and Larkin in sweater and wool scarf.  They are alone as it’s possible to be in this business.) 
CHARACTER NAMES are always in CAPS and begins at the center of the page.  Special Note:  the name is NOT centered, but it begins at the center of the page.

JOAN


How are you?


LARKIN


Fine . . . fine.



(Pause.)


JOAN


That’s not what I was asking.


LARKIN


No?

GENERAL STAGE DIRECTIONS within Acts or Scenes stand alone in the manuscript.  They’re single spaced and usually deal with physical action or combination of physical action and lighting or sound effects.

(Joan turns up her collar.  She takes out a pager, checks the number.  He watches her, glances around, sees nothing.)


LARKIN


Everyone who matters in this is dead.  Or nearly so.


At least we accomplished that much by doing nothing.


JOAN


That’s good?

(Larkin moves away, fiddling in his pockets.  Sound of a car door slamming, close.  Joan looks up at the sound.)

CHARACTER STAGE DIRECTIONS are placed directly under the Character NAME or between the lines of dialogue of a single speech.  Most playwrights use this kind of stage direction sparingly.  If you’re averaging more than one per page, you’re probably cluttering up the dialogue with unnecessary noise.


LARKIN



(Quietly)

Doing nothing is the brass ring in this business!!


JOAN


And Annie?  Our Annie.  As we used to say when we were


Alone.  Is that what you call...


(Softer)


doing nothing?


LARKIN

You didn’t have to do that.  Say that.  You didn’t.  It wasn’t called for.  You could have had some...consideration, some... 


JOAN



(Overlapping)

Oh, it’s my job to pretend you’re this sensitive little bunch of petals?  This dainty little Black-eyed Susan... 

(She turns away from him, starting to leave.)

LARKIN


I like to think Ann had no part in this.


(Joan glances back at him, stops.)




LARKIN


I still like to think so.
(A sharp whistle.  Larkin flinches.  Blackout.)
Setting Up  Your Paper

To set Margins:
In Microsoft Word, click on FILE.  Then click PAGE SETUP.  Set your left and right margins to “1”.  Click OK.

To Set Tabs:
In Microsoft Word, click on FORMAT.  Then click on TABS.  Then under the heading TAB STOP POSITION, enter .5 and click SET.  Next, enter 2.25 and click SET.  Then enter 3 and click SET.  After this, click OK.  You will now be set to start typing your play in the correct format.
The next page is already set for you to begin typing your play, so start now being the young playwright that you are!
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