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Young Playwrights’ Theater





Character and Conflict
	Enduring Understandings

· A character is defined by action.
· Acting is active.
· Conflict is an essential part of drama.

	Key Questions

· What is character?
· What is a conflict?
· How does conflict create drama?

	Programmatic Objectives

· Analyze the way in which a playwright uses character to represent a view or comment on life.
· Present different forms of conflict resolution.

	Participant Objectives

· To examine my own character.
· To explore different avenues of conflict resolution.

	Outcomes

· Students will identify aspects of their own character.
· Students will appreciate the many ways to solve a conflict.

	Activities

· Class Discussion (10 min): What is Character?  What does it mean when someone says, “she was attacking my character?”  Explain characters are most clearly defined by the actions they take.  Definition: one of the attributes or features that make up and distinguish an individual.  This should lead into a discussion of the Protagonist.  Break the word apart for the students: pro = to be for, to support; and agonize = struggle.  This gives us the definition: to struggle for something.  This creates an opportunity to introduce conflict since the protagonist has to struggle for something.  This is also a good tome to bring up Antagonist.  
· I am From Poems (25 min): In this exercise, students write a poem based on an examination of their own characteristics.  The content of the poems come from the following prompts given by the Teaching Artist: (any category you choose would suffice)
· One smell that reminds you of your childhood

· Three adjectives that describe you

· Assign a color to each of those adjectives

· A lyric from one of your favorite songs (one line)

· Advice you would give to someone younger than you

· Finish this sentence: “When I get mad, I let off steam by _________.”

· Finish this sentence: “When I am happy, I celebrate by __________.”

· Name a favorite movie

· Name two hobbies

              
After leading the students through this list, give them time to write a poem based on their answers to these questions.  Instruct them the only words they can add that are not on their paper are, “I am from,” which must appear at least once in their poem.  Allow students time to share if they wish.
· Class Discussion (10 min): Discuss the importance of conflict.  Describe different kinds of conflict (i.e. man vs. man; man vs. nature; etc.) and how it is used to create drama.  Use characters in plays as examples (i.e. Hamlet), to show how conflict creates drama and presents a point of view about the world. 
· Writing Exercise (15 min): Have the students write a monologue in response to the following prompt (or something similar):  You have to get on the bus in order to make it to an important appointment, but you do not have bus fare.  The bus driver is refusing to let you on the bus.  Try to convince the driver to let you on the bus.  Have volunteers share their work with the class.  You may develop a different writing prompt as long as it pushes toward a conflict.

                                 

	Vocabulary

· Character: attributes or features that make up and distinguish an individual.
· Protagonist: principle character in a literary work.  (see discussion note above).
· Conflict: a problem or struggle in a story that triggers action.  

	Measures

· Participation in the discussions.
· Sharing insights with the class.
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